
 What an important subject. It re-

lates directly to man’s salvation. Is salva-

tion achieved by praying to Jesus and ask-

ing for forgiveness, or is it obtained some 

other way? Many people believe and 

teach that salvation is achieved by praying 

to Jesus and asking for forgiveness of 

sins. What is the truth? Can I become a 

child of God by praying to Jesus and ask-

ing forgiveness? Is there anywhere in the 

New Testament where people are told to 

pray that their sins might be forgiven? If 

so, to whom is it spoken: to an alien sin-

ner (one who has never obeyed the gos-

pel), or to one who has obeyed the gospel 

and subsequently sins? To the Scriptures we must go to answer (1 Peter 4:11).  

 Jesus told the apostles that “when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 

will guide you into all truth . . .” (John 16:13). He also told them, “But the Help-

er, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you” 

“SALVATION BY PRAYING TO JESUS AND ASKING 

FOR FORGIVENESS”  

MEMORY VERSE 

One Body - Peace of God 

If then you were raised with Christ, seek 
those things which are above, where Christ 
is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your 

mind on things above, not on things on 
the earth. For you died, and your life is hid-

den with Christ in God. When Christ who 
is our life appears, then you also will appear 

with Him in glory. Therefore put to 
death your members which are on the 

earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  

Colossians 3:1-5 
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(John 14:26). If we can find what the apostles taught sinners to do to have sins for-

given, then we will have found the truth, because they were guided into all truth by 

the Holy Spirit.  

 There are some 10 cases of conversion of alien sinners found in the book of 

Acts. Do any of them mention prayer as the means of obtaining salvation? Let us 

examine a couple in particular that will help answer this question. What did Peter 

tell people to do in Acts 2 when, upon hearing Peter’s sermon, they were “cut to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren what shall 

we do?’” (Acts 2:37). Did he instruct them to pray? No, he told them to “repent 

and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 

of sins . . .” (Acts 2:38).  

 We read about the conversion of Saul of Tarsus in Acts chapters 9, 22, and 

26. He was on the road to Damascus to find Christians and bring them bound in 

chains to Jerusalem to be punished. As he came near Damascus, the Lord appeared 

unto him. Saul was convinced He was the risen Jesus and asked what he should do. 

He was told to go into Damascus and it would be told him what he must do. He 

entered Damascus, and for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 

drank. God selected Ananias and told him where to go, for whom he should in-

quire, and what he was doing. He said Saul is praying. Saul was in prayer, but were 

his sins forgiven? Ananias came to Saul and had a conversation with him. Did he 

instruct Saul to pray to obtain salvation? No. What did he instruct him to do? Part 

of the conversation was: “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, 

and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16).  

 Is calling on the name of the Lord important? Yes, “for whosoever calls up-

on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). Jesus said, “He who be-

lieves and is baptized will be saved . . .” (Mark 16:16). One calls upon the name of 

the Lord by believing and being baptized. That is exactly what Saul did, and it is 

what the people did on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:21,36-38).  

 A careful study of Scripture will reveal that there is not a single time in 

which the alien sinner is ever instructed to pray for salvation. The first thing an al-

ien sinner needs to do is not to pray, but obey (Hebrews 5:8,9). The things that God 

requires of the alien sinner for salvation do not include prayer. The one who would 

be saved must believe (John 8:24). Repentance of sins is a must (Luke 13:3, Acts 

17:30). The alien sinner must confess faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God 

(Romans 10:9,10; Acts 8:37), and be baptized into Christ for the remission of sins 

(Acts 2:38, 22:16). The Lord will add him to the church, the one body (Acts 2:47, 1 

Corinthians 12:13). Have you obeyed the gospel (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9)?  
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 But, what about passages that instruct people to pray to God for forgiveness? 

Are there any such passages? Yes. One is Acts 8:22, where Peter told Simon, 

“Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of 

your heart may be forgiven you” (Acts 8:22). This is an example of one being told 

to repent and pray to God for forgiveness. Was Simon a child of God repenting and 

praying for forgiveness, or is this an example of one repenting and praying in order 

to become a child of God, part of God’s family? The answer is found in Acts 8:13: 

“Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized . . .” Simon be-

lieved and was baptized prior to the events of verses 18-24. Jesus said in Mark 

16:16, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved . . .” Simon had done that; 

therefore, Simon was saved. This is not an example of an alien sinner being in-

structed to pray to God for forgiveness. James 5:16 and 1 John 1:9,10 are other 

passages that mention confessing sin. They are also passages that are written to 

children of God, not alien sinners. Prayer unto God to have one sins forgiven is 

important for one who is already a child of God, but that is not the instruction 

which inspired writers gave to alien sinners. God’s children need not be baptized 

again to receive forgiveness of sins. They need to repent, confess and pray. That is 

the way of forgiveness for them.    

                         -- Roger D. Campbell 

20 Sophie 

BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTIONS :  

Bible Places : Bethlehem  

1. Where was Jacob when he told Joseph of the death of his mother, Rachel, and her burial at Beth-

lehem? Genesis 48:7  

2. Who was the judge of Israel who came from Bethlehem and who had 30 sons and 30 daughters? 

Judges 12:8-10  

3. At what time of year did Naomi and Ruth return to Bethlehem from the land of Moab? Ruth 1:22  

4. Why did the Lord tell the prophet Samuel to go to Bethlehem? 1 Samuel 16:1  

5. How many of David's mighty men broke through the Philistine lines to bring him a drink from the 

well at Bethlehem? 2 Samuel 23:16  

6. What did David do with the water from the well at Bethlehem when his mighty men delivered it to 

him? 2 Samuel 23:16  

7. Which prophet made this prophecy about Bethlehem? - "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though 

thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is 

to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." Micah 5:2  

8. Who was the king of Judea at the time of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem? Matthew 2:1  

Answers: 1. Egypt 2.Ibzan 3.The beginning of the barley harvest 4.to anoint the next king of Israel from among the 
sons of Jesse 5.Three 6.Poured it out on the ground as an offering to the Lord 7.Micah 8.Herod 
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